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Only let your Cie Bf | 
'l as it becometh the Goſpel | 
of Chriſt. 


99 7 —_ N the c context St. Paul lays 
5 before the Philippians ſome 
lh obſervations, relating . to 
5 Himſelf and This Miniſtry i " 
the 2 34 of the Goſpel: An 
in the words of the Text, he turns 
the Proſpect upon a Point more near- 
ly concerning Them and the Bleſſed 
effects -of the Goſpel upon them; 1 
leading off their Minds, from the 
Thoughts of Himſelf, into the con- 
ſideration of cheir own Duty, under 
* an 


1821 
An Exhorration fo very Full, hou oh 
iy Shorr, that whoſoever ſhall FN 


Only Tex": you 
becometh be Goſpel of Chriſt. In dif- 


ligently arten to and Faithfully ob- 


ferve it, will effectually adorn Wd Fi- 


niſh the Character of a Chriſtian: 
x Converſation be as it 


courſing on theſe words I ſhall 
I. Endeavour to ſhew, what is to 


| be underſtood by Cooerſation betom- 


ing the Copel of 0 Crit, - And 


TY I ſhall Ek forms Directions 
to be obſerved, as Means of accom- 
pliſhing ſuch a Converſation. 

I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, what 


is to be underſtood by Concer ſation 


becoming the Goſpel of Chrift And in 


order thereunto, it ſhould be obſerved 
that, in Holy Scripture, the Chriſtian 


Society is ſometimes ſtiled a Cty 7, 


and a Kingdom F; And the Members 
of this Society, or, the Subjects of 


Chriſt's Spiritual Kingdom are ſti- 


ä led Fellow (ens wow! the Saints b 


dt. 


5 He, x, 22. lag Coloſ. i. 13. + Eph. i. 19. 
| : | Agree” 


437 


ſlate, let your Converſation be, is a 
Metaphorical expreſſion, taken from 
5 State and Condition of Citizens, 
„Members of a Civil Community, 
ee a Behaviour ſuitable to all 
the Laws and Cuſtoms of the City, 
or Community, to which they belong. 
And therefore, according ro the juſt 
meaning of the expreſſion inthe Text, 
Converſation becoming the Goſpel of 
Chriſs does not relate to our Words 
and Actions only, (as the Tranſlation 
may ſeem to import) but ſignifies our 
Conformity to all the Laws and In- 
junctions aſſigned in the Goſpel; or, 
a faithful Diſcharge of all the Duties 
incumbent, upon us, as We are Subjects 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, and Therefore 
ee to conduct our ſelves accord- 
ing to the Rules of Polity eſtabliſhed 
in that Kingdom, the poſitive laſti- 
tutions of the Goſpel. 
Since then the Goſpel gives 1341 
to our Souls, as well as to our Bodies, 
* and 


Agreeably to this Alluſion, the Origi- = 
nal word  (ToAsveols) which, we tran- "= 


140 


And as plainly requires us to Believe 


the Truths therein Revealed, as to 
Obey the rules of Practice rhinein pre- 
ſcribed; And ſince Converſation be- 
coming the Goſpel of Chriſt does, ac- 
cording to the juſt Interpretation of 
the expreſſion, ſignify our Conformi- 
ty to All the Laws given in the Goſ- 
ſpel; Hence it follows, that ſuch a 
Gonverfation implies in it theſe two 
general Heads of Chriſtian Duty, Faith 
and Obedjence. And 'tis obſervable, 
that in the Diſtribution of Religion 
into theſe two general Heads of it, 
Obedience is to be underſtood as rela: 
-ting purely to Prattice; for, other- 
Vile, the Diſtinction would not ſtand 
good, becauſe Faith it (elf, as I ſhall 
Rave further occaſion to obſerve, Be- 


£ low; may juſtly be ſtiled Obediente, 
48 Obedience, in it's Abſtracted and 


Extenſive ſigni! fication; | denotes the 

- Obſervance of any Command at 
ever. 

1. The Firſt thing e e up on 


on. 1s tank, 7220 a firm and ltedfal 


Belief 


F 
( 
0 
1 
1 
( 
/ 
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| 
| 


* 


[5] 
Belief df the Truths revealed in the 
Goſpel. For thus we are tauęeht by 
our Bleſſed Saviour, in the firſt Pe- 
mand which he müde upon Mankind, 
at his entrance upon his prophetfcal 
Office: * The Kingdom of God 1s at. 
hand; repent je, aud Believe the G 
pet. And the Indiſpenſable obliga- 
tions of Faith are again very clearly 
and Emphatically repreſented. in-our 
Lord's Commiſſion given to the Api 
ſtles: f Go ye into all the World, ad 
preach the Goſpel to every Creature. 
He that beheveth and is baptized ſhall 
te ſaved'; but he that beheveth not, 
ſhall be donned. 18 which, and ma- 
ny other Texts, though 7, or Hope, 
or other Chriſtian Virtue s may be im- 
plied in Faith; yer, without all doubt, 
theA@ot Believing, or the Aſſent of the 
Underſtanding is Poſitively Injoyned, 
and that as the Fundamental Duty, in 
the Profeſſion of the Goſpel. 
But yy 1 as Tip Law of ONS 
* Mark i. 15. 4 Mark xvi, 15, 16, 
is 5 
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is; multitudes of Impious, or Self. 
.conceited, or, Miſtaken men do no- 


toriouſſy break through the Obliga- 


tion of it. And Thoſe, who are Dil 


obedient to it, ate ever training their 
Thoughts, as other Tranſgreſſout 
are wont to do, in palliating their 
Guilt under various Excules and Pre- 
tences. 

Sometimes they are found labour 
ing to perſuade themſelves, that Fun- 
damental Articles of Faith are matter; 
of pure Speculation, which they may 
either take up or lay down at pleaſure, 
without any Guilt or Danger, fo long 
as they lead good Moral Lives, and 
form their actions upon the principle 


of Virtue. 


Indeed there are pb Spe- 


. eulations, Innumerable Acts or Ope- 


rations of the Underſtanding, which 


are not points of Duty, either in te- 


ſpect of Natural Obligation, or of Po- 


ſitive Precept, which may be Inno- 
cently Exerciſed or Suſpended at ple 


ſure; i "And every man may embrace or 
reject 


| 
. 
6 
| 
| 


1 
reſet whatſoever Propoſitions he plea - 
ſeth, concerning ſuch points, accord- 
ing to his own meaſure and Manner 
of Thinking, without any Imputation 
of Guilt. But, how great a number 
ſoever there may be of Speculations, 
which are purely Arbitrary, and in 
themſelves neither morally Good nor 

Evil; Or, how great ſoever the varie- 
ty may be of thoſe Propoſitions, which 
in themſelves are, morally ſpeaking, 
Indifferent, and may be Innocently 
either embraced or rejected ; yet can 
it not be concluded either from the 
Number or V ariety of them, that we 
are at liberty to revolve and indulge 


; Whatever notions and ſpeculations we 


pleaſe, and that we may Innocently 
and Safely yield our Aﬀent to, or 
withhold our Aſſent from all propoſi- 


tions whatſoever, though finally ter- 
minating in the Underſtanding, in 


every caſe, according to our own Plea- 


ſure, Undoubredly there are Blaſphe- 


mous Thoughts of God, and various 
Propolitions following from them, 


which 
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Which cannot, e e Sin, undet 
the pure Obligations of Natural ,Reli- 


gion, be voluntarily entertain d and 
indulged in the Mind, though con- 


Fderd Abſolutely, in Themſelves, and 


without any relation to Immorali- 


ty flowing from them into Outward 
action. 
And in reſp ect of Pabeive Tall 


tions, tis obſervable, that if the Bo- 
8 dily Paſſions or Affections, the Infe- 


rior Faculties in man, can be properly 


ſubject to Divine Laws: ſurely „the 


Underſtanding, the Superior — No- 
bler faculty, may well be thought ca- 


pable of Pleaſing or Provoking God; 


of exalting it ſelf in Stiffnels and Fong 
rogance againſt him, or of Tong 
ring it ſelf Dutifully 5 Humbly 


him, in Obedience to the Laws which 
he may preſcribe to it: And *tis fur- 


ther obſervable, that he hath actually 
preſcribed N Laws to us; and our 


obligations to obey Them run mani” 


feſtly and diſtinctly through the whole 


courſe of the Goſpel. And ſince God 


3 hath 


_ 
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hath laid iasenckiont upon the Un- 
derſtanding, poſitively requiring its 
Aſſent to the Truths revealed in the 
Goſpel; therefore our Refuſing to 
yield ſuch Aſſent to them, is not a 
matter of Indifferency in Speculation, 
but includes a Criminal Act of the 
Will, and is directly  finful, being 
a diced violation of the Divirie Law; . 
For Hin is the rtranſureſſi on of the 
Law. | 
But tis ane bunker urged by 
Unbelicviers; that ſuch our Refuſal of 
Aſſent to Myſterious Truths is excu- 
ſable, on account of our being unable 
to enter clearly and diſtinctly into the 
Nature and Reaſon of them; whereas 
it ought to be well conſider'd that if 
ve could Diſtinctly and Fully com- 
prehend the Reaſons of them; there 
would then be no virtue nor excellen- 
cy in yielding Aſſent to them; there 
would then be no ſuch Thing, as the 
Duty of Belief at all. For Belief in 
General ſignifies an Aſſent to ſome- 
_ grounded Purely upon Teſti- 
C e 


| 5a 
” 


10 
mony; or, it eonſiſts in our being 
perſugded of the Fruth of Things, 
which we ourſelves do not otherwiſe 
know, than as we depend upon Them, 
purely on acconnt of the confidence 


we repoſe in the Knowledge and Fi- 


delity of the Perſon who relates them, 
And Dine Faith is J herefore an Ex- 
cellency in Us, and acceptable to God, 
becauſe we pay honour to him, by de- 
pending intirely upon his Knowledge 


and Veracity, in our Aſſent to the 


Truths which he hath revealed, tho 


our own narrow Underſtanding can- 


not compaſs the Nature and Reaſons 
of them. 7 eats _— 
And Infidelity is Therefore highly 
Sinful and Dangerous, becauſe we do 
Thereby offer great Indignity to God, 
Refuſing to give credit to his Teſti- 
mony, and to depend upon his ex- 
preſs Word for the Truth of any 


thing, but what we ourſelves can clear- 


- 


ly. comprehend and account for. And 


it may be obſerved, as an Illuſtration 
of this Point, that when any Man of 
is: I 5 Supe- 


[ It * 
Superior underſtanding expreſſly” de. 
clares the Truth of Something, which 
other men of Lower Capacities can- 
not conceive, and which, according 
to their weak manner of Thinking, | 
is Highly Improbable; Their Disbe- 
lief of ſuch a Truth, which he pro- 
feſſeth himſelf to be Clear in, muſt 
be a Provoking inſtance of heir Dif- 
regard and Diſreſpect to him. For 
ach Disbelief would be built upon 2 
ſuppoſition, that their own Thoughts 
are as proper Standards of Truth as 
His, and they will not ſo far depend 
upon him, as to believe what he af- 
firms to be True, and what he de- 
clares himſelf to king a perfect Know- 
ledge of, becauſe they have not the 
like Knowledge of it upon their own 
minds. 

And ſince there is ſo great a Diſoz- 
rity-between the Thoughts and Con- 
ceptions of one Man and another, 
Diſparity ſufficient to render it Rea- 
ſonable and Neceſſary, in many caſes, 
that One man ſhould- depend upon 


G 2 Another, 


3" 
Another, for the Truth of Things, 
which Himſelf not only cannot clear- 
ly perceive, but which ſeem to him 
very Improbable; How highly do we 
diſhonour God by that Pride of Rea- 
ſon, which will not ſuffer us to be- 
en the Tru: hs he hath revealed, 
unleſs our own gropeling Perceptions 
could reach the Height of them. St. 
John thus rouzeth us into a juſt Senſe 
of this flagrant Sin; * He that believ- 
eth not God, hath * him a Liar. 
And what Severities of puniſhment is 
ſuch an Audacious Offender to ex- 
pect ? 

Some Other Thin Pretences there 
are, whereby Unbelievers are wont to 
ine themſelves; which I ſhould 
ſcarce have thought worthy of Parti- 
cular Regard, if the Time would have 
allowed me to take particular notice 
of Them. Some Fallacious Sugge- 
ſtions may be more Plauſible than o- 
thers; But Vain and Groundleſs muſt 


— 


* John v. 10. 


All 


. 230 


All the Arguments, and Inexcuſable 
and Unaccountable that manner of 
Thinking be, whereby men are led 


into an opinion, that they may be 


ſaved without Believing, though God 
hath Expreſſly, and that in the Strongeſt 
and moſt Moving Terms declared, 
that they ſhall Not be ſaved, unleſs 
they * And as he hath cau- 
tionꝰd us againſt /nfrdelity by the Ter- 
rour of Threatnings: he hath graci- 
oully Invited us to Taiub, by the endear- 
ments of Promiſes and Rewards. And 
as he is oftentimes pleaſed to crown 
Holineſs of Life with Preſent Bleſſings, 
as pledges of the future and eternal 
Rewards promiſed to Holy men; ſo 
hath he oftentimes crowned the oreat 
Duty of Beheving, with preſent Re- 
wards, and thoſe conferr'd in a Mira- 
culous manner, as Pledges of that Fu- 

ture Happineſs which is prepared for 
all Thoſe who are ſtedfaſt in Faith. 

When our Bleſſed Saviour reſtored 
the * Ruler's litile Daughter laying at 

_ Mark v. 23, 35, 36. Luk. vil. 50. 


the 


[14] 
the point of death; he made the Fa- 
ther's Faith, the condition of the 
Bleffing to be beſtowed, Fear not, be- 
heve only, and ſhe ſhall be made whole, 
And when the two blind Men f ap- 
ply'd themſelves to him for Relief, 
he ſaith unto them, believe ye that I 
am able to do this? They ſaid unto him, 
yea Lord. Then ſaith he unto them, 
according to your ' faith be it unto you, 
And their eyes were open d. And when 
the Woman was cured, who had thus 
expreſſed the ſtedfaſtneſs of her Faith, 
f I may touch but his clothes, I ſhall 
be whole, He thus pronounceth of her, 
thy Fauh hath made thee whole *, 
In all theſe, and other the like caſes, 
tis abun Jantly manifeſt, that the act 
of Believing was the acceptable Daty, 
and ground of the reward. How re- 
markably was Noah recompenſed for 
his Faith, for his firm dependence 
upon the Truth of what God had de- 


clared, in a Point far ex:ecding all 


* Mark v. 34. 
Humane 


= R K . x1 


Ta). 


Humane Expectation and Conception? 
And, to ule the Apoſtle's expreſſions 
under this argument, The time would 
fail me to tell of Gedeon —— and of the 
prophets, who through faith ſubdued 
kingdoms, — obtained promiſes, flop- 
hed the mouths of lions, quenched. the 
violence of fire, eſcaped the edge of the 
fword —- women recerved thear , dead 
raiſed to life agam. 

Upon thewhole matter : The Rea 
ſonableneſs of God's giving a Law to 
our Dnderſtanding, that it may pay 
its Homage and Submiſſion to him, 
by a Ready and firm Aſſent to the 
Truths he hath Revealed: The cer- 
tainty of his having given us ſuch aLaw, 
requiring ſuch acts of Faith in the 
Underſtanding, as the Teſts of it's 
Subjection and Obedience: The In- 
diſpenſable Obligations of this Law, 
ariſing from the Authority, Wiſdcm; 
and Veracity of the Lawgivecr: The 
Perverſeneſ of our Will, in cur refu- 
ing to fubmit our Underſtanding. to 
this Law: The Tremenduus prmifſh- 


Ines 


T 16 } 

ments denounced againſt Infidelity : 

The Glorious and Endleſs rewards, 

which are prepared in a future State, 
for all thoſe: who ſhall be found, in 
the ſolemn day of Judgment, to have 
paid entire Obedience to this great 
Law of Faith: The wonderful De- 
monſtrations God hath given of his 
High, Peculiar eſteem of this Duty, 
by crowning it frequently and Am- 
hs with Rleſſi ings in This life, as the 
Pledges and Earneſt of that Ineſtima- 
ble reward'which is laid up in ſtore 
for it in the World to come; Theſe 


Conſiderations, and ſome others of 


Athnity with theſe, have in all ages 


effectually induced Judicious and Wile 
men, to ſuppreſs all Pride, and Arro- 
gance and Self-conceit, riſing up in 
their Breaſts as the great ſprings of 
Infidelity, and to depend, with Hu- 
mility and Stedfaſtneſs of Faith, upon 
_ God's Knowledge and Wiſdom; rather 
than their Own. 

II. The ſecond Thing _— by 
converſation becoming ihe Goſpel of 


. A 


: : 8 * EEE TER 0 
2 . 
* 
1 
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W 
Chrift, is Obedience to the Precepts 

and Rules of Practice d-liver'd in the 
Goſpel. The Reality of our Faith is 

to be demonſtrated by the Holineſs of 

our Lives, Notwithſtanding the Ne- 
ceſſity of Faith, yet the Higheſt de- 
grees of it, without Obedience attend= __ 
ing it, and grafted upon it, are utter 
ly infignificant,, and unavailable to 
Salvation. * By works a man is Juſtt- 
fied, and not by faith only. For as 

the body without the ſpirit 1s dead, ſo 
faith without works is dead alſo. An 
Obedient and Spiritual Life is the e- 
vidence, which we are Indiſpenſably 
required to give of our being filled 
with all wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
landing. It was the great Deſign of 

our Bleſſed Saviour's Manifeſtation in 
the fleſh, to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil, to reduce us from the Domi- 
nion of Sin, and reſtore us to the ſi- 
militude of God, by the Conformity 
of our Lives to his Holy Will revealed 
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from Heaven. Whoſoever namelb 
the name of Chriſt, does it Unprofita- 
bly and in Vain, if he fails of depart 
ing 5 all Iniquity. We can have 
no claim to the Privileges and Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel, bur by our Fide- 
lity in performing the Conditions of 
them. For we can have no Juſt hope 
of entring into Life, but by keeping 
the Commandments, or, by taking ef- 
fectual care, that our Fires be, as the 
Commandments themſelves are, Holy, 
and Juſt, and Good.  *Tis the High- 
eſt _excellency of Conduct which we 
are to arrive at, before our Converſa- 
tion can be indeed ſuitable to the 
Goſpel; For 'tis to be obſerved, that 
beſides the Rules preſcribed to all out 
Outward actions, relating to God, our 
Neighbours, and our Selves, the Goſ- 
pel requires from us many Internal 
Qualities and Diſpoſitions, a great 
Variety of Graces, Tranſcendently 
Good in Themſelves, as well as the 
Nobleſt Principles and Foundations of 
Action iglomuch that They plainly 

carry 


A | 
WE 7, OT. 
carry along with them, an abundant 
Intrinſick Evidence of their own Di- 
vine authority: Their Perfection te- 
ſtifies their Origin, and their Tenn 
dency ſhews that they are from Above; | 
For they Improve and Refine our na- 
ture, and raiſe it to the utmoſt Perfe- 
ction 'tis capable of, on this ſide 
Heaven. | 1 
That this Argument therefore may 
leave the more uſeful and laſting Im- 
preſſions upon you, I ſhall paſs on, 
from this General view of it, to a 
Short repreſentation of as many of 
thoſe Particular Graces, * relating to 
it, as the Time will allow me to men- 
won, Pg; 
I. The Firſt is Purity of heart. 
There is no true worth or excellence 
in the Faireſt and moſt Beautiful out- 
ward behaviour, unleſs it be built up- 
on a true Principle of Goodneſs With- 
in. So curious a Gloſs may poſſibly 
be laid, by an Artful hand, upon Hy- 
pocritical actions, that the moſt pier- 
cing eye of Man cannot reach to the 
1 . Bottom 


| PT $& } 

Bottom of them, or, perceive any 
manner of Difference  betwen Real 
holineſs and theſe Counterfeit Images 
of it. But ſuch maſterly Appearances 
of Religion, which frequently gain 
the Admiration and Applauſe of Men, 
are ever an Abomination in the fight 
of God. Thoſe who are moſt effec- 
tually reſtrain'd from Evil actions, or, 
excited to Good ones, by a Principle 
of Vain- glory, or any other worldly 
view, freely entertaining and Indul- 
ging their minds with Evil Thoughts, 
may. ſeem to be religions, but their re- 
Iigion is damn. They are not in Any 
reſpe& obedient unto Gud; For the 
Viſible part of their Lives is a Fraud 
put upon the World, to bribe Man- 
kind into a geo} opinion of them; 
and their Inward parts are very Mic- 
kedneſs. Let us therefore continually 
revolve it in our Thoughts, that none 
but the pure in heart ſhall ſee God, 
either in ſpir.tual fellowſhip with him 
upon Earth, er the eternal enjoyment 
of him in Heaven. 


2. The 
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2. The ſecond Chriſtian Grace that 
J ſhall mention is Humility in Mind 
and Thought, Be ye clothed with Hu- 


mility, (Fey the Apoſtle, intimating, 


that This virtue ſhould be Particlans 
ly and eminently Conſpicuous in us; 


And, leſt we ſhould be miſtaken in 


the Nature of that Humility, which 


becometh the Eleft of God, we are 


elſewhere taught, in a Metaphor of 


the like Import, to put on Hlumbleneſs | 


of Mind. For *tis in This, 2 2d in all 


"by Graces, as in the Caſe cf Pu- 


, that the Seals: the Seat of them; _ 
ie if they have not gain'd intite | 


Poſſ.ſhon and domin on There, the 
moſt plauſible external repreſeirations 
of them are Always Inſig nificant, and 
often Sinful. A Man of the Haughtieſt 
Mind may poſſib y behave himſelf, in 


the moſt Condeicending and Humble 
ght 


manner, for the ſale of being Thoug 


humble and condeſcending, and of 


ſecuring ro himſelf, by Artifice and 
Addreſs, that Be and Reſpect 
from the World, which he would be 


ſure 


3 


ſure to forfeit, by an Inſolent and O- 
verbearing Demand of it: But does 
he not, all the while, offend God the 

more, by adding Hypocriſy to Haugh- 

tineſs, and making the falſe Appear- 
ances of Humility Miniſterial to his 
Pride? Humility then is, Principally, 
a Quality or Affection of the Soul; 
And *tis under This view of it, that 
our Bleſſed Lord requires us to be 
Humble, and to become as little chil- 
dren: Not unlike to This is David's 
manner of expreſſing his Humility ; 
My Heart is not hanghty — My ſoul 
is (even as a weaned Child. How 
highly Neceſſary, Amiable, and ac- 
ceptable unto God this excellent Frame 
of Spirit is, himſelf hath declared by 
his Holy Prophet: * Thus ſaith the 
High and lofty one, that inhabiteth e- 
_ rermity, whoſe name is Holy; I dwell 
in the high and holy place; with Him 
alſo that is of an Humble ſpirit. And 
as this Grace is Neceſſary to Qualifie 
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us 


Fa}. 
us for receiving the Full Influences of 
the Holy S' pirit, dwelling in us, here 
on Earth; So is it neceſſary to Qualifie 
us for the Attainment of happineſs in 
Heaven. For if the Angels fell from 
Heaven by Pride; we cannot expect 
to be admitted There without Humi- 
lity. 

, . Mach is a Diſtinguiſhing part 
of 42 converſation ; all Cauſleſs 
or Immoderate anger, the Raging 
heats of Sudden paſſi on, and the more 
ſettled and fixed Sullenneſs of Malice 
and Revenge, together with all Rail- 
ing and Reviling, Turbulency and 
Clamour being directly Oppoſite to 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, which breathes 
nothing but Peace and CO | 
Mildneſs and Forbearance. 

And this Virtue of Meekneſs is not 
only required of us, as it is the great 
condition of our receming the Ingraft- 
ed Word, in the Beſt manner, and to 
the beſt Purpoſes, or, as it is a Diſpo- 
ſition of mind, Beſt fitting and pre- 
paring us to receive Spiritual and Sa- 
ving 


ving Knowledge . But it is recom- 
mended to us, in a Peculiar manner, 
by -the Command and Example of 
our Bl ſſed Lord, * Learn of me; for I 
am meak and lowly; aud ye ſhall find 
reſt unto your Souls. Since his Life 
was one uninterrupted Scene of Invin- 

cible Meekneſs, under the Worſt of 
Treatment; ſince Compaſſion, and 

Forgivench ji and Beneficence were 

the only Returns which he made to 

the wy ſt Indignities, and moſt viru- 
lent Provocations ; ſince the Orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet Spirit was 
thus Inviolate and Illuſtrious in Him; 
and ſince we are lafallibly aſſured, 
that if any man hath not the Spirit if 
Chriſt, he is none of His; Therefore 
Angry and. Boiſterous Mea can have 
no juſt reaſon to eſteem themſelves 
his Followers, or to hope for his Fa- 
vour. No Soul, but what is adorn'd 
with Meekneſs, can Poſſibly be re- 
ceived into- thoſe Manſions Above, 
where Tranquility and Serenity, Con- 
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Ornament and e all the] 
&9 lnhabitants for ever. 

4. Charity is a Principa en 
os 1n a Chriſtian... 8 The Neceſſity 
and the Excellency. of this TENG will 
eaſily appear to any one, Who does 
but Ala der, that if the moſt Em- 
nent Duties to God and Ma 1 ſtand, ſer 
parated from it, 1670 are Trivial ang 
Contemptible. f gh. K. ba al, 
Faith, ſo tbat [ 47 0 remove. Moun- 


tams, and have no charity, 1 am Mos 
thing. Aud though l 1 all. my. 


2 70 feed tbe poor ;. and thoug £ 
give my body zo be burned, and ave, 
not Charty, it pro tt eth. me nothing. 
A man's whole Life {i ent in the moſt 
exalted Acts of Faul and Devotion 
towards God, and in a moſt Labo- 
rious and Expenſive courſe of Benefi- 
cence to his Neigh hbours, if this Grace 
ſhould | not be rt \Foundatinn of it, 


would neither bers * e or 
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cord and Com placenoy) ſhall. bet ty 3 


[ 26 3 
Value i in it IF. nor give Him any 
claim or Title to a Reward. 
3 Bleſſed Lord hath Teen u, 
_ on theſe two C. mmm mem: 
5 erein the Love of God, and of our 
5 our is <= meg] hang all zhe 


at Mer, moſt Ei ffectually Excite us to 
Duties, carry us on, with Delight, to 

the Accompliſhment of Them, and 
recommend them as Odoars of a faveet 
ſmell, ſacrifices acceptable, well plea- 
ing w0 God. Charity is the Bond of 
perfefineſs: The Harmonious and Bleſ- 
ſed union of Hearts and Minds, amon oft 
Chriſtians, is grounded in it; and the 
Connection and Completion of all O- 
ther virtues depend upon it. Fail 
itſelf is made Perfect by it; and the 
ſeeds of it cannot fail of producing a 
Ptentita! Harveſt of Good Yorks. *Tis 
the Pureſt and the Nobleſt offering 
that Man can poſſibly make to God, 
in this Life; and the Eternal exerciſe 
of it is to be the Source of eternal 
Bliſs in a Future State. All thoſe 
pipe hg DD therefore, 
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y therefore, ha are "Deſlitute. of Cha- = 
| | city, muſt Unayoidably be Excluded _- 
from the manſions of Bi. 1 


70 ry Hope i is another great Branch 
of Chriſtian Converſation, "Tis 1 in it 8 
ri 

„ own nature, a moſt Powerful Inſtiga- 
tion, and puſheth us on, in a manner 
) 


not eaſily reſiſtible, through the Uſe 
of the Means, to an attainment of the 
1 | End we have in View; ; And, as Fu- 
; | ture happineſs is the Commanding 
Aim and View of ſincere Chriſtians, 
f the Hope of it is ever Irritating and | 

: | Preſſing: them forward, in the Purſuit 
of it. Ever) man that hath this Li 


in him, purifieth hi elf, even 
is. pure Whilſt the men 1 


World do either yield werken er 
tirely up to their Corruptions, or, at 
beſt, ſtruggle but very Faintly againſt 
them; the Faithful Servants of Chriſt 
are Strenuous, and Conſtant, Reſolute 
and Bravein performin g the great work 
of Sanctification. Mag LA have Hope 
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 quithin the 05 *. jnto the regions of 
Eternal Glory, which were Typified, 
under the Law, by the moſt Holy Place, 
within the V eil. Whilſt we are rofl 
ſed, in our ſpiritual courſe, by the 
Sharpeſt Trials and Afflictions, by the 
ſwelling Waves of our own Sinfal pat 
Hons within, or the moſt Ruffling and 
Violent Temptations from Without, 
thePower of aLively Hope ſtill ſecures 
us from Shi 1 mt „bondage ftreng- 
thens and ſupports us, amidftall Dan- 
gers, and preſerves us Steddy and Im- 
moveable in our Voyage, till we Safe- 
ly arrive at. the Haven, where we 
would be. Let us therefore, under 
all our Infirmities, and in all our Di- 
ſtreſſes, have Regourfe, for Succour 
and Conſolation, to f rhe Lively hope 
of ar Inheritance Twcorruptible to which 
we are begotten by the R efarredtion of 
_ 2 us $19 the rd 
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ticular, Intire knowledge of the Holy 
Scriptures, by reading — with Con- 

ſtancy and Seriouſneſs; and when our 
450 minds 
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But I have 5 Few minutes left, for 
addreſſing my ſelf further to you, that "0 


I muſt go on to the 


II. Second General Head of 1 


Diſcourſe, Namely, Some Short Di- 
reftions 10 be obſerved, as Means of 


accompliſhing that Converſation, which 


becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. And 


1. Let us frequently read the Ho- 
ty Scripture with Reverence, as well 
as Attention; ever Conſidering i it, as 


the Word of God himſelf, and the In- 
diſpenſable Rule of Our Conduct. If 


we Mean any thing, if there be any 
Reality, in our profeſſing a Belief of 
the Scripture; let that Reverence be 


paid to it, which is its Juſt Due. We 


ſhall one day find, that we are obliged 
to pay the ſame Awful. Regard, and 


Exact Obedience, to the Word of God, 
as if we ſhould hee him pronounce 


it by a Miraculous Voice from hea- 


ven. When we once come to a Par- 
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minds are * Am 1 affected 1 
with a deep Senſe of their 7 Au- 
thority; Then the Promiſes and the 
Threatnings in them will be apt to 
ſ 
{ 
y 


work ſo Strongly and Effectually upon 
us, that we ſhall be Reſtleſs in our 
8 * till our Obedience is fulfilled. 
2. Let us, entertain our Minds 
with Daily meditations upon the Om 
nipreſence and Omniſcience of God. il « 
Hope of Secreſy is a Principal Inſti- N | 
gation to Sin. When the Wicked f 
think themſelves Secure, that no eye . 
can ſee them; then they tranſgreſs, 


without Reſtraint and Reſerve. Vain , 

and Unthinking Man! who would 0 

thus build up Safety for himſelf with- # 

out a Foundation; who thus hopes 

| to intrench himſelf i in a Shadow, and 1 
5 whoſe truſt is in a Hpiders Meb. Dank : 
neſs may conceal us from Humane u 
eyes; but we Still lie open to the I} 
Sight of God; for the Darkneſs is no , 
Darkneſs with Him, and to Him Dark- 1 

aeſi and Light are both alike, Let , 


- hi n ſink deep into our 
Minds, 
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Minds, add for ever remain 10 
and Then Audacious, and Preſumptu- 
indeed muſt we be, if we can per- 
1 de our ſel ves, Wilfully to com- 
mit even the moſt Secret of Sins, f. nce 
All fins are equally manifeſt to' Him 
who is Preſent in every mg beh 1005 
ing the Evil and the Good. 

And as this Perſuaſion is a Powe 
ful reſtraint from Sin; ſo will it ſupply 
us with abundant Support and Satiſ- 
faction, under the moſt Laborious Du-. 
ties Incumbent upon us. Ho- can 
we grow weary in Well domg? How 
can we fail of being Refreſhed and 
Revived and Delighted in ſuſtaining 
the Difficulties of the Chriſtian Life, 
whilſt we conſider, that none of our 
Holy Labours can be Loſt, or Diſ- 
regarded; that God is continually with 
us, obſerving and weighing our Fide- 
liy to Him and his Laws, and that 
all our Duties which are thus Particu- 
larly ſeen and obſerved, will be for e- 
ver "Pundually Remembred, and fol- 


lowed with an Eternal Reward 3 
8 | Jo Let 
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3. Let us accuſtom our ſelves to 
Daily reflections upon Death. For 
They are apt to contribute greatly 
towards Removing the main Obſtacles 
of Chriſtian Converſation. When a 
Covetous man, is running on moſt 


Eagerly, in the Purſuit of Riches; will | 


It not ſtop him in his Career; to think 
ſeriouſſy, that if he ſhould Suc- 
ceſsfully gain the Poſſeſſion of them, 
yet the Day will Inevitably and Soon 
come on, when he muſt bid a Fi- 
nal Adieu to the World, and Final- 
Iy leave his Riches behind him? Or, 
would it not check Any Man, in a 
ſinful Courſe of Senſual Pleaſures, to 
Think that his Unavoidable Portion 
is, that the Body, which he is thus 
enſlaved by, ſhall very Speedily be- 
come a Priſoner of the Grave, and zhe 
Worm ſhall feed ſweetly on him? Or, 
would it not bring Any man down, 
from the Heighth of Ambition, to 
conſider Thoroughly, that All Glo- 
ry, beſides That in Heaven, is Fading, 
and in a very little time all Mortals, 


High 
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High and Low; « ſhall lay mixed in pi 
Coins duſt together: One would 
think it ſearce poſſible that any kind 
of Temporal -gratificatiohs kool ne. 
vail with us to neglect our aa 
if this Thought were but Continually 
kept up in our minds, that all thele 
gratifications will Preſently be paſt and 
gone, and as if they had never been; 
As if they had never been, in evety re- 
ſpect, but that che laflaence they have 
had upon our Lives will be Particulat- 
ly examined, and receive it's Jult re- 
2355 _ in zhe JP of rhe gow 

- Let he Fad Judgment be an- 
wha: Subj ect of our Daily Medita 
tions. 11 

That Ay! man ſhould be * 5 
firm Perſuaſion and expectation, that 
he Muſt hereafter appear before Chrift 


our Fudge, and before all the World, 


as certainly and as Plainly, as wenow 
appear before one another, at the 
ſame time his Vices appearing as 
lane, as his Perſon, and that he 
F ſhould, 


_ 


ſhould, 1 this Expectation, wil- 
fully ſuffer himſelf to be, defiled- by 
Sin, and to, Continue under the Habit 
of i it, is Unaccountable. Hoy con- 
fuled and Ghaſtly will be the Conſci- 
ences and the e of all 
ent Sinners, whilſt they ſtand 
ectacle before the SE Seat, 
Aub all their Abominations about 
them? And when, they obſerve. the 
vaſt Aſſemblies of ee and Angels, 
diſapproving and diſdaining them for 
their Folly in having neglected ſo 
Great Salvation; how will they De- 


ſpiſe and Hate "Themſelves, for ha - 


ving been prevailed on by Trifles, in 


their State of Probation on Earth, to 


loſe all the Opportunities of being 
Happy, which now can never be re- 
trieved; and to expoſe themſelves to 
the Direful Sentence of Condemnation, 
now to be pronounced, and never to 


be Revoked? And as Theſe reflec- 


tions are of ſuch near concernment 


to us, and in Themſelves ſo Grating 


and Wen, that if they be well 
attended 
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attended to, they will not mer L n 
to perſiſt, eaſily, in a courſe of Sin 
and Danger; fo the ſerious Thoughts 
: the Triamphant and Tranſpotting, 

, which, in that Final Day of Re- 
MISS ſhall ſhine in all Holy men, 
are abundant Encouragements to che 
Faithful Diſcharge of their Duty. 
With what unſpeakable Delight will 
they Then careſs and Applaud cthem- 
ſelves, when they ſee rhemſelves ap- 
plauded and careſſed by the Judge of 
the World, and by all the Ranks and 
Orders of Angels, for their Wiſdom 
in having ſeen through; and Reject· 
ed all the Deceitful Temptations of 
Sin, in the former Tranſient State, 
ſor che fals of thist Everlaſting Re- 
ward Which is now to be Immediately 
beſtowed upon them? O Bleſſed Re- 
ception! Bleſſed Conſummation Who 
can forbear ſpending his whole Life 


in en Proviſion for it? 


Let us entertain our minds with 
Daily Thoughts of Happineſs in Hea- 
ven. ba muſt needs be, that T his 
en F 2 World, 
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World will engage our Affections; 
whilſt we do not ſuffer it to be ri- ot 
val'd by the Other; It muſt needs be, I ſß 
that we ſhall purſue Temporal Satis- tl 
factions, whilſt. no Other Satisfacti- I n. 
ons are ſo much as Thought of. But I (: 
if we can perſuade our ſelves to rouze I t⸗ 
our Thougbte, and carry them up! 
into a Survey of that Heavenly Coun- ii 
 trey, which is Revealed and tendred to I a 

us in the Goſpel, Comparing the Hap- v 
pineſs of That State with the Enjoy- Ie 
ments of This, ve hall eaſily and 
er tly be convinced, that Common I i 
Prudence obligeth us, to govern our || * 
- Lives by the Rules of Religion, For 1 
in ſuch a Compariſon, it will undeni- 
ably appear, that Things preſent || 
have the Advantage over Future Hap- 
pineſs, in no Other reſpec, but This, 
That FEY Are preſent: Whereas all 
the Other advantages, which lie on 
the Other Side, do fo ſtrongly bear 
down this One, that tis of very lit- 


& # 


tleor no Weight, and Unworthy of 
gur Regard. Though Wade Satis- 
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ſhould not even be Compared with 


the Bliſs of Heaven, if our Folly did 
not make ſuch a Compariſon Neceſ: 


ſary, to 8 our nn into Fa- 
tal Miſtakes. tf 


And if Tem od Happineſs1 were not, 


in its Nature, ſo Empty and Unſatisfyin g 
as it is; yet the Duration of it is ſo 
very Short, that it does not deſerve 
our Notice, any Otherwiſe, than that 
our taking of it may ſerve to render 


it Little and Contemptible in our 

Sight, For what Eſteem can be due 

to thoſe enjoyments, which Flie from 
us, as ſoon as ever we Overtake them; 


which Appear and Vaniſh in one and 


the ſame moment, never failing to 


leave us, at leaſt as Unſatisfied as they 
Found us. But the Duration of Fu- 


ture Happineſs, is equal to the other 
perfections of it. Tis an Eternal, 
as well as an Exceeding Weight of 
Glory. But Here we muſt not At- 


tempt Deſcription for Words can- 


not 
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not reach; the conceptions of Eterni- 
ty. Surprizing Eternity of Bliſs! In 
all Good men, at once the Parent of 
Holy Admiration, and. Ineffable Joy! 
Can any man's Spirits fail him, in 
running the Race ſet before hum, whilſt 
he maintains in his Thoughts, a Di- 
ſtinct View of the Incorruptible and 
Eternal Grown. of Gly prep: ared for 
him? "Ao 
But as to This, . the Other Me- 
4 tations which I have been propoſe- 
ing to you, give me leave to intreat 
you, that Every one of them may be 
Frequent and Habitual; for the Effica- 
cy and all the great Benefits ariſing 
from them depend, chiefly, upon our 
being Conſtant,” as well as Attentive 
in = Exerciſe of Them. And if an 
account could be taken of all the Souls, 
now in a ſtate of Miſery; not any One 
perhaps could be found There, but 
who had neglected to exerciſe himfvlf 
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Habuually, with Theſe, or the like 
55 meditations, and to Implore the Di- 


vine N ance, that they might be 


crown N 
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crown'd with -Sticcefs; for tis not 
to be Imagin'd, that the Habitual ex- 


erciſe of Them, attended with proper 


Applications to the Throne of Grace, 
ſhould conſiſt with an Habitual Courſe 
of Sin, and Final eee There- 
fore an 

6. And Laſtly, To our Nedim 
ons, and all other means of accom- 
pliſhing a Converſation becoming the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, let us add Conſtant 
and Fervent Prayer for the Directions 
and Aids of the Holy Spirit; That He 
may enlighten us with a moſt Affect- 
ing Senſe of all the Revelations made 
from Heaven; That He may ſuffici- 
ently Quicken us in Diſcerning, and 
owe gthen us in Reſiſting all the Pow- 
ers of Temptation; That He may In- 
flame us with an Ardencyof the Love 
and Deſire of Spiritual and Heavenly 
Things; and that His Continual Mo- 
tions and Influences upon us, in all 
Circumſtances, may Effectually ena- 


ble us to e our Calling and Elec- 


tion ire. Many and clear are the En- 
ITS; couragements 


(401. 


qppragements and Promiſes in the 
Seripture, that God will gu he Hoh 
27 rit to them that aſk hm. And il 
e Fervency of our Prayers be but 
Equal to the Greatneſs — our Wants, 
— Prayers will Ever be Graciouſly 
received, hard our Wants rs PRs, 
Supplied. re n 
There are er other Particulars, 
nearly relating to the Argument be 
fore us; which cannot be taken into 
the Narrow compaſs of this Diſcourſe, 
The Time will not allow me to en- 
large the Obſervations: and Directions 
which I have been preſfing upon you, 
as Neceſſary to your Edification; 2 
the beſt Teltimonies 1 can give of my 
Gratitude, for your Kind Acceptance 
and Encouragement of my Imperfe& 
 Labours amongſt you; and as the Ef- 
fects of my Earneſt Deſire, that You 
may be ever Truly mindful of the 
Conditions, and Faithful in uſing the 
Means of Your Salvation, under the 
two General Heads of Evangelical Du- 
ty, Faub and Obedience; Which 1 
: -* ve 


died to Repreſent and-Enforee, . undex 
the; Many, Particulars, contain'd in 
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Them, e eee mud: 
ritual: Wiſdom and Underſtanding. \ _. 
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. I haye frequently uſed. my utmoſ 


Y dal 


Endeavours, and Weak indeed have 


a Juſt. Senſe of the Great:Articles, of 


Faith, to Eſtabliſh and Confirm you 


in the Stedaſt Belicf, of them, 2nd 


Arguments, and Plauſible Inſinuations 
* 8 Cd 11421 *. 2 CE4ih S131 " Re þ Þ 
of Unb liever Yar! But the Pratt; cat; 
Duries of Religion have, much more. 
Frequencly, bgen the Sabje8s of my 
Diſcourles ; becanſe theſe Duties are 
branch'd out into Greater Numbers: 
„i SI $igs 494 © Sd 11 128 
and Varieties, than dhe Objects of 


Faith are; and the Temptations to 


Violate or Neglect thera, more Nu-, 
merous too; Snares ever ſurrounding 


us Without, and our on, Hearts ever 


ready to betray us Within; every 
Circumſtance af Life being attended 
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ehery Hodr of Life bringing” along 
with it Freſh *Triats and Hazards: 
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culties, and almoſt 


And yer” L acid an dec diele 
cities of Duties and Dangers, we ſhould 
fail of performing S$iatzre and Uni- 
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But I cannot cloſe my Miniſtrations 
rene, 1 0 1 2 

to you, - itho t offering up my Hum- 


ble and Earneſt!Prayer'to:God,: that 


ke may grdcioufly Pardon the Iinpet! 


ö nd | nme x ans 751 
feQions attending them; and, that 


che! Weakneſs and Defects of my 
Inſtru&ions and Exhortations, offer'd 
01657 ür IYER Lore tout YOTY 
to You, inzy be fupplied by the All- 


ſüͤfficient Tafluences of the Holy He irit 
hes 0 4 4 EF - ”", 7, - ory 1 0 N 
upon You, guid: Us you into all Trath, 


Deferiding you "againſt all Dangers 


and Temptations, and Adorving you 


with all Cüfiſtian Graces; that Von 


may be Victorious in pour Spiritual 


MWatfare, add finally atrain to che 
Everlaſting Manſions of the Bleſſed 
Above. Aud the very God of Peace 

 Santtifie you wholly : And I pray God, 


our 
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your whole ſpirit and ſoul and body ls 1 { 
preſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of - t | | | 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
three Perſons and One God, be 
aſcribed all Honour and Praiſe, 

and Thankſgromg, now, hence 
forth, and for evermore. 
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